








WHAT IS
SMART START? 

RUTHERFORD COUNTY 
COMMUNITY BASED
■ 71 COP weekly meetings were held
■ 13 Parents or guardians participated 

at least one time
■ 0 Families dropped out of the 

program

POLK COUNTY COMMUNITY BASED
■ 34 COP weekly meeting were held
■ 22 Parents/guardians participated 

at least one time
■ 19 Birth to fi ve year old children 

attended at least one time
■ 8 Parents/guardians attended at 

least 10 times in the fi scal year
■ 4 Families dropped out of the 

program

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
During the course of the year, our 
outreach eff orts included sharing 
the Partnership for Children of the 
Foothill’s vision to our community.  
We promoted the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library, National Read 
Aloud 15 Minutes a Day and Circle of 
Parents programs at area libraries, 
community events and online through 
our e-newsletter and Facebook page.  
Demonstrating increased parent 
knowledge was a key metric of our 
tactics.

MOTHERLEARN
The MotherLearn program is a 
collaborative eff ort between Isothermal 
Community College, Family Resources 
of Rutherford County and Partnership 
for Children of the Foothills.
The program utilizes the Nurturing 
Parenting curriculum for families of 
infants, toddlers and preschoolers. 
Early childhood teachers provide 
on-site developmentally appropriate 
activities and quality care for children 
ages six weeks through fi ve years, 
while their mothers are attending the 
Nurturing Parenting classes and Adult 
Ed classes in an adjacent room. An 
experienced parent educator, trained 
in the Nurturing Parenting philosophy 
and curriculum, facilitates parent 
education sessions.
■ 132 Nurturing Parenting 

sessions were held
■ 15 parents were enrolled in 

MotherLearn for at least part of 
the fi scal year and participated in 
the Nurturing Parenting sessions

■ 3 students dropped out of the 
program during the year

■ 10 parents graduated this year
■ 22 children were enrolled in the 

MotherLearn childcare component 
for at least part of the year

■ Up to 6 families utilized the 
transportation services

THE DOLLY PARTON
IMAGINATION LIBRARY (DPIL)-
McDowell, Polk, and
Rutherford Counties 
DPIL off ers an opportunity to prepare 
children for kindergarten by exposing 
them to the concepts of print, encouraging 
child/parent reading and increasing early 
literacy activities in the home, thereby 
stimulating the child’s interest in reading 
and learning. Participating children receive 
an age appropriate book each month 
mailed directly to child from the time of 
registration until age 5. 

MCDOWELL COUNTY DPIL
■ 1,298 children participated in 

the DPIL program in the fi rst 
three months

■ 177 children graduated from the 
program (turned 5 years of age)

■ 12,001 books were distributed in 
McDowell County

■ 45 local businesses and agencies 
had DPIL displays and /or 
brochures available

POLK COUNTY
■ 531 Children participated 
■ 4,962 Books were distributed in 

Polk County
■ 91 Children graduated from the 

program (turned 5 years of age)
■ 56 local businesses or agencies 

had a DPIL display and/or 
brochures available
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DID YOU KNOW

RUTHERFORD COUNTY
■ 2,201 children participated in 

the DPIL project
■ 183 children graduated from the 

program (turned 5 years old)
■ 21,292 books were distributed in 

Rutherford County
■ 50 local businesses or agencies 

had DPIL displays and/or 
brochures available

SUBSIDIZED CHILD CARE-
McDowell, Polk and 
Rutherford
This activity assists low income 
families in paying for high quality 
licensed child care for their preschool
child(ren). Families must meet 
fi nancial guidelines and children must 
attend 4 or 5-star rated child care in
order to receive assistance.

MCDOWELL COUNTY
■ 136 Preschool children received 

a subsidy voucher to receive 
assistance with child care 
aff ordability (unduplicated)

POLK COUNTY
■ 12 Preschool children received 

a subsidy voucher to receive 
assistance with child care 
aff ordability (unduplicated)

RUTHERFORD COUNTY
■ 193 Preschool children received 

a subsidy voucher to receive 
assistance with child care 
aff ordability (unduplicated)

WAGE$-
Rutherford County 
The Child Care WAGE$ project 
provides eligible child care 
professionals with education 
based professional development 
supplements. The Child Care 
WAGE$ is an education-based 
salary supplement program for 
teachers, directors, and family 
child care providers. Because these 
supplements reward education and 
continuity of care, children birth to 
5 years benefi t from more stable 
relationships with better educated 
teachers. Supplements are issued to 
teachers, directors and family child 
care providers based on education 
attained.
■ As of June 30, 2018, 75 child care 

professionals in 26 Rutherford 
County child care programs were 
still participating.

FUNDED 
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
Annually, Partnership for Children 
of the Foothills invests more than 
$2 million into the local economy 
by supporting 14 programs with 
seven local agencies and one state 
organization.

Child Care Services Association

• WAGE$

Family Resources of 
Rutherford County

• Motherlearn

• Circle of Parents

McDowell County Schools

• Circle of Parents

Partnership for Children 
of the Foothills

• Child Care Quality Support   
 for Early Education

• Community Outreach and   
 Education

• The Dolly Parton Imagination   
 Library (serving all three   
 counties)

• Program Coordination &   
 Evaluation

• Partnership Administration 

McDowell County Department   
of Social Services

• Child Care Subsidy 

Polk County Department of   
Social Services

• Child Care Subsidy

Rutherford County Department 
of Social Services

• Child Care Subsidy 

Rutherford/Polk/McDowell 
Health District

• Healthy Smiles

• Nurse Family Partnership
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DID YOU KNOW

REVENUE & SUPPORT
Smart Start Grant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 1,925,992.00                 

Cash Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 26,089.00

In-kind Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 241,024.00

Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 40,666.00

State Accounting Grant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 14,490.00

Total Revenue & Support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 2,248,261.00

FISCAL YEAR ENDED 2017-2018

PLANNING FOR GREATER IMPACT
Partnership for Children of the Foothills board members recently underwent coaching training through the Western North Carolina Non-
profi t Pathways Program.  The training was timed to impact the strategic planning process that the leadership undertakes every fi ve years.

The board plans to create a strategic plan that will leverage resources for a greater impact on families, including several initiatives like a part-
day preschool program, expanded dental health screenings, increased vision screening opportunities and more grassroots Circle of Parents 
groups. The Partnership for Children of the Foothills is putting planning into action and welcomes your support for these important outreach 
programs.
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EXPENDITURES
Programs & Supporting Services

Child Care Subsidy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $  885,932.00

Community Outreach and Education . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 66,145.00

Family Support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 183,072.00 

Health and Safety Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 2,966.00

Literacy Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 121,590.00

Program Coordination and Evaluation . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 91,633.00

Quality Support for Early Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 228,576.00

WAGE$ Project . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 130,237.00

In-kind Expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 241,024.00

Total Program Expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 1,961,175.00

Management & General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 215,531.00

Accounting Grant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 14,490.00      

Total Expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $ 2,181,196.00

■ Your contribution of $35 ensures 
a child under the age of 5 with a 
free book each month for a year.

WE WELCOME YOUR SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE YOU TO VISIT PFCFOOTHILLS.ORG TODAY!

■ Your donation of $50 will 
provide a healthy smiles screening 
and free dental health kit.

■ Just $125 off ers a child the 
opportunity to attend a part-day 
preschool program for a month.



DID YOU KNOW
Main Office Mailing Address:
338 Withrow Road – Suite B
Forest City, NC 28043
Phone: 828-245-8673
Fax: 828-245-8673

CONTACT US!

pfcfoothills.org

Partnership for Children of the Foothills 

STAFF – PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN OF THE FOOTHILLS
Barry Gold
  Executive Director
 828-245-8673
 barry@pfcfoothills.org

Cathy Brooks
 Director of Programs and 

Planning
 828-625-4008
 cathy@pfcfoothills.org

Tracy Parris
 Finance Director
 828-245-8673
 tracy@pfcfoothills.org

Vickie Thompson
 Administrative Assistant
 828-245-8673
 vickie@pfcfoothills.org

Jessica Osteen
 Child Life Specialist
 (Polk and Rutherford Counties)
 828-245-6132
 jessica@pfcfoothills.org

Cassandra Whiteside
 Program Evaluation
 Dolly Parton Imagination Library 

Project Manager 
 828-245-8673 | 828-817-7901
 evaluation@pfcfoothills.org
 rpdpil@pfcfoothills.org

Jamie Nanney
 Quality Support for Early 

Education Program Manager
 828-755-4660
 jamie@pfcfoothills.org

Wanda Wood
 Child Care Specialist 

(McDowell County)
 828-803-0355
 wanda@pfcfoothills.org

Olivia Whiteside
 Circle of Parents Facilitator
 (Polk County)
 828-817-8022
 olivia@pfcfooothills.org

Ashlee Wood
 Quality Support for Early 

Education Program Assistant 
(McDowell County)

 828-803-0368
 ashlee@pfcfoothills.org

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Partnership for Children of the Foothills exists to help families thrive in McDowell, Polk and Rutherford Counties.  
There are many in our communities that don’t know the programs off ered, or the depth of resources available 
and we need your help!  Like us on Facebook and become an active part of telling our story:


